
Policy Guidelines and Application Criteria 

Shepherd’s Gate has developed policies, guidelines and criteria to ensure that the mission and 

goals of the Good Shepherd Parish will be respected and fulfilled through its funding efforts. 

The guidelines outline factors in making grant funding decisions.   The criteria are used to 

determine whether an applicant can be considered for Shepherd’s Gate funding.   All 

Shepherd’s Gate applicants will be responsible for knowing Shepherd’s Gate policies, being 

familiar with the guidelines, and satisfying the criteria.  

▪ The applicant organization must be recognized by, or be in the process of being 

recognized by, the IRS as exempt from federal income tax under section 501(c)(3)  of 

the Internal Revenue Code.    

▪ Applicant organizations must not participate in or promote activities that contradict 

the moral and social teachings of the Catholic Church and must in no way work 

against the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ priorities to defend human life and 

dignity, strengthen family life and the institution of marriage, and foster diversity. For 

example, applicant organizations that support or promote same-sex marriage, 

discrimination, capital punishment, abortion, euthanasia, or punitive measures 

towards immigrants are not eligible for Shepherd’s Gate funding.  

▪ Organizations that receive Shepherd’s Gate funds must be fully nonpartisan when 

engaging in “get out the vote” (GOTV) activities and must be careful that their voter 

education efforts do not constitute support or opposition to any candidate. 

Organizations engaged in partisan political activity or are not eligible for Shepherd’s 

Gate funding.   

The following organizations are not eligible for Shepherd’s Gate funding: 

▪ An organization that engages in political campaign intervention prohibited under 

section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. 

▪ An organization that promotes or participates in activities that support principles 

contrary to Catholic Social Teaching or work against the USCCB’s priorities to 

defend the life and dignity of all human persons, to strengthen family life and the 

institution of marriage, and to nurture diversity.  

▪ Organizations controlled by governmental (federal, state, local) bodies. 

▪ Research projects, surveys, planning and feasibility studies, etc. 

▪ Individually owned, for-profit businesses. 

▪ Organizations that would use Shepherd’s Gate money for re-granting purposes or to 

fund other organizations. 

 


